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Britain's inland waterways are a network of over 2,000 miles of canals and
rivers, stretching from the south coast to the Scottish Highlands. These
waterways offer a unique and tranquil way to explore the country, and there
are many different types of boats that can be used to navigate them.

This guide provides a comprehensive overview of the many channels that
crisscross Britain's inland waterways. Each channel is described in detail,
including its length, width, depth, and lockage. The guide also includes
information on the types of boats that are suitable for each channel, and
the facilities that are available along the way.

The Canals

The canals of Britain were built during the Industrial Revolution to transport
goods and materials. Today, they are used primarily for recreation, and
offer a peaceful and scenic way to explore the countryside.
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There are two main types of canals in Britain: narrow canals and wide
canals. Narrow canals are typically 7 feet wide and have a maximum
draught of 4 feet. Wide canals are typically 14 feet wide and have a
maximum draught of 6 feet.

The most popular canals for boating are the:

Grand Union Canal

Oxford Canal

Birmingham Canal Navigations

Shropshire Union Canal

Caledonian Canal

The Rivers

The rivers of Britain offer a more challenging and adventurous boating
experience than the canals. Rivers are typically faster-flowing and have
more locks, but they also offer stunning scenery and a chance to see
wildlife up close.

The most popular rivers for boating are the:

River Thames

River Severn

River Trent

River Ouse

River Clyde



The Locks

Locks are used to raise and lower boats between different levels of water.
There are over 2,000 locks on Britain's inland waterways, and they can be
a challenge to navigate, especially for inexperienced boaters.

There are two main types of locks: pound locks and staircase locks. Pound
locks are the most common type of lock, and they consist of two gates that
are opened and closed to raise or lower the boat. Staircase locks are a
series of locks that are connected by a flight of steps. Boats are raised or
lowered through the staircase locks by opening and closing the gates in
sequence.

The Facilities

There are a number of facilities available along Britain's inland waterways,
including:

Marinas

Boat hire companies

Chandlers

Pubs and restaurants

Shops

Toilets

These facilities make it easy to plan a boating trip on Britain's inland
waterways.



Britain's inland waterways offer a unique and tranquil way to explore the
country. With a variety of channels to choose from, there is a waterway for
every type of boater. This guide provides a comprehensive overview of the
many channels on Britain's inland waterways, and will help you plan your
next boating trip.
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