
Jubilee by Margaret Walker: A Literary
Masterpiece of the Harlem Renaissance
Margaret Walker's Jubilee is a powerful and moving novel that tells the
story of an African American family's journey through slavery, the Civil War,
and Reconstruction. This epic novel is a must-read for anyone interested in
African American history and culture.

Jubilee is set in the American South during the 19th century. The novel
follows the lives of the Wyatt family, a group of slaves who are struggling to
survive under the brutal conditions of slavery. When the Civil War breaks
out, the Wyatts seize the opportunity to escape to freedom. They join the
Union Army and fight for the cause of emancipation.

After the war, the Wyatts return home to Georgia and face the challenges
of Reconstruction. They must rebuild their lives and find a way to live in a
society that is still deeply divided by race.
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Jubilee is a rich and complex novel with a large cast of characters. The
main characters are:

Vyry Wyatt: The matriarch of the Wyatt family. Vyry is a strong and
determined woman who has endured the horrors of slavery. She is a
tireless advocate for her family and her people.

Randall Wyatt: Vyry's husband. Randall is a skilled blacksmith who is
deeply devoted to his family. He is a courageous fighter who serves in
the Union Army during the Civil War.

June Wyatt: Vyry and Randall's daughter. June is a beautiful and
intelligent young woman who dreams of a better life for herself and her
family. She is a gifted singer and musician.

Hiram Wyatt: Vyry and Randall's son. Hiram is a strong and athletic
young man who is eager to fight for his freedom. He is a skilled soldier
who serves in the Union Army during the Civil War.

Jubilee is a novel that explores a wide range of themes, including:

Slavery: The novel depicts the horrors of slavery in unflinching detail.
Walker shows how slavery dehumanizes both the slaves and the slave
owners.

Freedom: Jubilee is a story about the struggle for freedom. The
Wyatts are determined to achieve their freedom, and they are willing to
fight for it.

Racism: The novel explores the racism that African Americans faced
in the post-Civil War South. The Wyatts are constantly confronted with
discrimination and prejudice.



Family: Jubilee is a story about the importance of family. The Wyatts
are a close-knit family who support each other through thick and thin.

Jubilee was a critical and commercial success when it was first published in
1966. The novel won the Pulitzer Prize for Fiction in 1967, and it has been
praised by critics for its powerful storytelling, rich characters, and important
themes.

Jubilee is considered to be one of the most important novels of the Harlem
Renaissance. It is a powerful and moving story that sheds light on the
African American experience in the United States.

Margaret Walker's Jubilee is a literary masterpiece that is essential reading
for anyone interested in African American history and culture. The novel
tells the powerful story of an African American family's journey through
slavery, the Civil War, and Reconstruction. Jubilee is a must-read for
anyone who wants to understand the complexities of the American
experience.
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