
How to Make Verbatim Theatre: Making
Theatre from Real Life
Verbatim theatre, a captivating form of theatre that draws upon real-life
experiences to create compelling narratives, has gained increasing
popularity in recent years. This unique form of theatre offers a powerful
platform to explore social issues, personal stories, and the complexities of
human experience. In this comprehensive guide, we will delve into the
intricacies of verbatim theatre, providing a step-by-step approach to help
you create your own verbatim theatre production from start to finish.

This chapter introduces the fundamental principles of verbatim theatre. We
will explore the history of verbatim theatre, its unique characteristics, and
its artistic objectives. We will also discuss the ethical considerations
associated with using real-life experiences as source material and explore
the importance of building trust and maintaining sensitivity when working
with participants.

The heart of verbatim theatre lies in gathering and interviewing participants.
In this chapter, we will provide practical guidance on how to identify
potential participants, build rapport, and conduct effective interviews. We
will cover techniques for active listening, capturing authentic voices, and
ensuring that participants feel comfortable and respected throughout the
process.
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Once you have gathered a wealth of interview material, the next step is to
craft a compelling script. In this chapter, we will guide you through the
process of selecting, editing, and structuring the material to create a
coherent and engaging narrative. We will also discuss techniques for
dramaturgy, character development, and creating a cohesive theatrical
experience.

With the script in place, it is time to stage the performance. In this chapter,
we will explore the different staging techniques used in verbatim theatre,
including documentary-style, ensemble-based, and immersive approaches.
We will discuss the use of set design, sound, lighting, and movement to
create a powerful and authentic theatrical experience.

Verbatim theatre has the potential to deeply engage audiences, fostering
understanding, empathy, and social dialogue. In this chapter, we will delve
into strategies for marketing and promoting your production, creating
educational resources, and facilitating post-performance discussions. We
will also discuss the transformative power of verbatim theatre and its ability
to inspire social change.
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To illustrate the principles discussed throughout the book, we will present
case studies of successful verbatim theatre productions. These case
studies will highlight the diverse applications of verbatim theatre, from
exploring historical events to tackling contemporary social issues. We will
analyze the creative approaches used in these productions and provide
insights into their impact on audiences and communities.

Verbatim theatre is a powerful and versatile form of theatre that can
illuminate the complexities of human experience and foster meaningful
connections between artists, participants, and audiences. This
comprehensive guide has provided you with the tools and techniques you
need to create your own verbatim theatre production. By embracing the
principles of verbatim theatre, you can unlock the potential of this
transformative art form and make a lasting impact on your community.
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